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Pregabalin is closely related in form and function to
gabapentin. It is excreted, unchned in the urine by
passing cytochrome PUSO. It is a selective ligand
of the voltage-gated calcium channels. Bu reducing
the calcium influx into neurons, neurotransmitten
release is diminished.®¥

Update on drugs and drugs news:

Anti-tumor necrosis factor (anti- TNF) and
malignancy.

Infliximab, etanercept, and adalimumab are indicated
for immune-modulated, rheumatologic dermatologic
and gastrointestinal diseases. Bongartz et al,
published ameta-analysis of harmful events that
occurred in randomized trial of infliximab and
adalimumab, the study showed that there is risk
of malignancy and serious infection specially
with adalimumab but this risk is low, so to take
in consideration the severity of the diseases when
considering (anti TNF). (%

Adalimumab (HUMIRA):
The US FDA approved in December 2004 for the
additional indication of Psoriatic arthritis. %

FEtanercept in Psoriasis

Stephen tyring et al, conclude from his study that
Etanercept 50mg twice per week for 3-months followed
by 50mg/week for severe psoriasis is a well tolerated
biological agent with rapid efficacy in the treatment of
psoriasis. '

Quanti FERON — TB Gold

A new serum assay is available to help identify true
latent tuberculosis or infection.

Quanti Feron —TB is a whole-blood enzymes linked
immunosorbent assay (ELISA) that recognized
inferno-gamma generated by mycobacterium
tuberculosis. M. Arium, or M. bovis — challenged
lymphocytes. This test is specially important as
screening tool before anti TNF medication, e.g.
Infliximab and adalimumab to discover patients
with latent TB. (9

In Korea, where the BCG vaccine is mandatory,
confirmed that the modified QTF-G was not
significantly influenced by BCG vaccination and
was a better assay than Tuberculin skin test for the
detection of infection. ¢'9

In 2005 the Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
approved the use of QTF-G as an aid for identifying
M. Tuberculosis infection. This test may play a role
in Patients who have received BCG who require
latent M. Tuberculosis screening as indicated prior
to the initiation of anti TNF agents.

Ciclopirox (Loprox) Gel

Is abroad-spectrum anti fungal medication that
also has antibacterial and anti-inflammatory
properties. Its main mode of actions thought to
be its high affinity for trivalent cations, which
inhibit essential co-factors in enzymes. Clinical
trials have shown that ciclopirox gel is successful
treatment for seborrheic dermatitis of the scalp as
well as for tinea pedis, tinea corporis, pityriasis
versicolor, seborrheic dermatitis and cutaneous
candidiasis.(?°:26:27)
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